Burgundy Hike Friday the 1st of April, 2011 till Sunday the 3rd of April, 2011.
Destination; Whroo National Park. ( 6.6 km south of Rushworth ) along the Rushworth – Nagambie Road.

Friday, 1st of April.

Left Craigieburn at 5.30pm and travelled to Wallan Roadhouse.  Arrived at 05.50pm  Fuelled up and eat dinner.  Departed 6.30pm.
Arrived Wyring Roadhouse at 7.30pm.  More food.  Coffee.  Hmmm.

Departed Wyring Roadhouse at 7.50pm and drove to Murchison, then Rushworth. 

From Rushworth we took the Rushworth – Nagambie Road, south to the Whroo State Forest.

Turning in to the left, we found we passed the Open Cut mine and the historical building on our right before coming to an off track directing us for camping 400 odd metres off the main track.

When we arrived we found facilities were a car park and drop toilet.

Noticeable, no water or other amenities.

We set up camp for the night at the camping/car park just on dusk.

We sat around for a while but turned in reasonably early.
Saturday the 2nd of April.

Got up early and packed up. Around 0700.

Had breakfast, cereal up and go and cleaned up.

Finalised our packs so we could pick up and go when we had returned.

0847 left the Camping ground for our initial planned hike so see points of interest around the historic area.  Planned was the Cemetery, Aboriginal watering hole, open cut mine, mine tunnel, historic building.

Hiked from the camp sight to the historical building.  Took down the emergency and ranger numbers 0358561561.  Emergency 000 or 112.

Hiked to Cemetery, looked at the grave stones.  Hiked to Aboriginal water hole.  Saw wallabies.  Hiked back through historic building sight on the way to open cut mine.  Travelled down the stairs of the open cut and through the tunnel to the other side.  Hit my head, obviously no damage there.  Came around the hill, back down the main road in and back to the camp site.  Returned 1130.
Quick change at the car, quick drink, pack on, park the car closer to the grey ghost parade parked there who were gold fossicking and then we’re off.

Left car 11:50 and headed down Surface Hill Gully Road towards Sailors Gully.  Turned right into Sailors Gully and headed west towards Rushworth Main Gully.  Arrived corner Sailors Gully and Rushworth Main Gully at 1240 and stopped.  Nathans backpack hip clip was not staying together and that meant that all of the weight was on his shoulders.  His shoulders were getting red and sore.  We stopped and looked at the clip and worked out that the female part of the clip had cracked on the side and the male part could not clip in.  We zip tied the two parts of the clip together and he was then able to fit his pack by tightening and loosening the hip adjustment straps.  Not ideal but a successful work around.

Started again at 1254.  Headed south along Rushworth Main Gully until we found Squatters Road at 12:54.  Turned right into squatters road and headed west for approx 6 mins until we found a rest area we could sit at for lunch.  Stopped for lunch at 1300.  Ate lunch.  Pitta bread.  Needs cheese.
Started again 1340 and headed West along Squatters Road.  Arrived at Settlers Dam 1403, quick look, continued along, and stopped at the northern turn, approx 500 m along from Squatters Dam at 1418.

Couple of photos and drink and off again.  Start 1424.  Hike north, a little gradient approx 1500 m until we arrived at Hamilton Road 1447.  Quick stop.  Started 1505 and again headed West along Hamilton Road until we came along VOC 6 at 1530 on the corner of Hamilton and White Kinder Road.  We had a bit of a rest, scroggin top up and away at 1542.  Hike up to our designated camping area at White Hills Dam and arrived at 1607.

Set up camp, had to clear a bit of bush of leaf debris.  Set up tents and dig out food for dinner all ready for night fall as we had no light.  Collected and started a camp fire away from our camp as there was a fair bit of leaf little where we had set up.  Had dinner and it was discussed to start early and have a night hike.  We all agreed.  Me reluctantly.
Had dinner and went to bed around 2100.

Woke around 0300 and packed up.  Started hiking at 0314.  Walking in the dark is not it’s all cracked up to be.  0340 arrived at T intersection.  Sign indicated Rushworth in the opposite direction of where it was expected to be.  We thought the sigh should be pointing left or to the north and found it pointing right?  We took the right turn toward the Rushworth sign as this is the direct we wanted to go anyway.  0440 we passed Mc Leans Road and stopped again.  We had minimal phone signal but we found that we seemed to have taken a wrong turn and we were on Nine Mile Road, which seem to run parallel to the road we were after.  We were sure of which road we were on and that it would take us into Rushworth, even though it would work out considerably longer.  We all decided that as we knew one way for sure and the other direction was only a possibility that we would head in the direction which we knew.  We then set off for Rushworth.  We passed a few country houses.  At one house there were a few dogs barking and after we had passed the house the owner drove out to see why his dogs were barking.  We told him he was an inbreed goat shagger and to bugger off.  Josh’s mate!!
Arrived in at Rushworth at 0900.  Photo stop at the Historic Tractor Whistle Stop.  Started again down the Rushworth – Nagambie Road at 0915.  Arrived at the car at 11:45.  Sat in the car for a rest.  Drove to Rushworth and had brunch.  Two pies two drinks.  Very happy.

Drove back to Craigieburn.

Notes for next hike.

Take 1 lt water per day for drinking COLD/FLAT hike.  Take solid or can food as water to re-hydrate food weigh just as much.  Take interesting scroggin.  Lollies, not too sweet.  Boiled good.  Twiggies good.  Chewy ok.  Water for coffee and wash up. 0.5 lt per day.  Cook in ss bowl good and cup good.  Take hand towel to pickup hot bowl etc.  Take bearings etc often.  It is a better idea to go the way you know than the way you think.
